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INTRODUCTION

Summary of Enactments, 87th Texas Legislature, provides summaries of all bills and joint resolutions
passed by the Texas Legislature during the 2021 Regular Session and 2nd and 3rd Called Sessions. No bills
or joint resolutions were passed in the 1st Called Session. This publication is intended to be a convenient
reference to the main features of enacted measures and is not to be considered a comprehensive or legal
analysis.

The summaries have been organized into chapters based on their primary subject matter. Summaries of
vetoed bills appear in both the applicable subject matter chapter and the Vetoes by the Governor chapter.

Filed Passed Vetoed

Bills 6,927 1,073 20"
Regular

Joint Resolutions 221 8 -

Bills 371 0 -
1st C.S.

Joint Resolutions 34 0 -

Bills 338 14 0
2nd C.S.

Joint Resolutions 42 1 -

Bills 217 10 0
3rd C.S.

Joint Resolutions 32 1 -

The text of bills and joint resolutions and related histories, analyses, fiscal notes, and summaries are
provided electronically through Texas Legislature Online. For assistance in locating legislation, visit the
website of the Legislative Reference Library or contact the library at (512) 463-1252.

Eight joint resolutions proposing amendments to the Texas Constitution were passed in the Regular
Session and these amendments were approved by voters in the election held on November 2, 2021. Two
joint resolutions proposing amendments to the Texas Constitution were passed in the 2nd and 3rd Called
Sessions, respectively, and these amendments were approved by voters in the election held on May 7, 2022.
For more in-depth analyses of the amendments, see the Texas Legislative Council’s publications web page.

* The governor also vetoed several line items in the General Appropriations Act (S.B. 1).


https://capitol.texas.gov/
https://lrl.texas.gov/
https://tlc.texas.gov/publications#ale-section
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AGRICULTURE

This chapter covers legislation on farming and livestock and on maintaining a healthy agricultural
sector. It includes legislation relating to the functions and duties of the Department of Agriculture.

House Bill 222 House Author: Murr
Effective: 9-1-21 Senate Sponsor: Springer

House Bill 222 amends the Natural Resources Code to exempt a burn boss who meets certaininsurance,
training, and experience requirements from liability for property damage, personal injury, or death caused
by or resulting from the burn in excess of the insurance requirement. This limitation of liability does not
apply to a burn boss who commits gross negligence or intentionally causes property damage, personal
injury, or death.

House Bill 1070 House Author: Harris et al.
Effective: 5-15-21 Senate Sponsor: Perry

House Bill 1070 amends the Occupations Code to exempt from the Texas Structural Pest Control Act,
with certain exceptions, a person who performs pest control work on growing plants, trees, shrubs, grass,
or other horticultural plants under the direct supervision of the holder of a Department of Agriculture
commercial or noncommercial pesticide applicator license that covers pest control work.

House Bill 1371 House Author: Guerra et al.
Effective: 6-15-21 Senate Sponsor: Lucio et al.

House Bill 1371 amends the Agriculture Code to postpone the expiration date of the trade
agricultural inspection grant program of the Department of Agriculture (TDA) from September 1, 2021, to
September 1, 2025, and to extend the program’s final reporting deadline accordingly. Implementation of
a provision of this bill by the TDA is mandatory only if a specific appropriation is made for that purpose.

House Bill 1480 House Author: Cyrier
Effective: 9-1-21 Senate Sponsor: Kolkhorst

House Bill 1480 amends the Agriculture Code to create an offense for a person who intentionally
causes the loss of an animal or crop from an animal or crop facility without the consent of the owner
or operator of the facility; damages, vandalizes, or steals any property on or from a facility; breaks and
enters into a facility with the intent to destroy or alter records, data, materials, equipment, animals, or
crops; or enters or remains on an animal or crop facility with the intent to commit a prohibited act. The
bill establishes penalties for the offense ranging from a Class B misdemeanor to a Class A misdemeanor
depending on the value of the property lost. Conduct that causes a loss in an amount less than $500 is
excluded from the application of the offense. The bill provides for mandatory restitution by a convicted
defendant to the owner or operator of the facility and authorizes an action for injunctive relief by a facility
owner or operator against a person who engages or threatens to engage in conduct that constitutes an
offense created by the bill.

House Bill 1958 House Author: Gonzilez, Mary et al.
Effective: 6-7-21 Senate Sponsor: Springer

House Bill 1958 amends the Agriculture Code to require the owner or person in charge of a public or
private livestock export-import processing facility that is a land border port in Texas, including a Department
of Agriculture facility, to notify the Texas Animal Health Commission (TAHC) not later than 24 hours after


https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/pdf/HB00222F.pdf
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/pdf/HB01070F.pdf
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/pdf/HB01371F.pdf
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/pdf/HB01480F.pdf
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/pdf/HB01958F.pdf
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an animal received or held at the facility is refused export from Texas or entry into another country. The
bill authorizes the TAHC to require that an animal held at a facility be tested or treated for a disease or
pest and to require that testing or treatment be performed before the animal is removed from the facility.
The bill creates a Class C misdemeanor offense for a person who knowingly moves an animal in violation
of TAHC rules adopted under the bill’s provisions.

House Bill 2004 House Author: Ashby et al.
Effective: 9-1-21 Senate Sponsor: Nichols

House Bill 2004 amends the Natural Resources Code to exempt a burn boss who is a certified and
insured prescribed burn manager from liability for property damage, personal injury, or death caused by
or resulting from smoke that occurs more than 300 feet from the burn. This limitation of liability does not
apply to a burn boss who commits gross negligence or intentionally causes property damage, personal
injury, or death. The bill prohibits the Department of Agriculture or another state agency from taking
disciplinary action against a certified and insured prescribed burn manager in relation to an appropriately
conducted prescribed burn on the basis that the burn resulted in emissions or is a nuisance.

House Bill 2089 House Author: Burrows
Effective: 9-1-21 Senate Sponsor: Perry et al.

House Bill 2089 amends the Agriculture Code to require the Department of Agriculture (TDA) to enter
into a cooperative agreement with a public institution of higher education that agrees to conduct plant
pest and disease detection and surveillance. The bill establishes requirements for the agreement, including
an application procedure, considerations for the TDA in determining whether to enter into an agreement
with a given institution, and requirements for an institution’s use of associated state funds. The bill also
requires the TDA to establish a threat identification and mitigation program to determine and address
plant pests and diseases that are threats to the domestic production of crops, including specialty crops.

House Bill 2840 House Author: Longoria et al.
Effective: 6-7-21 Senate Sponsor: Hinojosa

House Bill 2840 amends the Agriculture Code to exempt grapefruit or oranges that are processed for
juice from state citrus fruit maturity standards.

House Bill 2841 House Author: Longoria et al.
Effective: 6-7-21 Senate Sponsor: Hinojosa

House Bill2841amendsthe Agriculture Code toauthorize the Texas Citrus Pestand Disease Management
Corporation, Inc., at any time after an assessment of a citrus producer becomes delinquent, to investigate
conditions that relate to the producer’s prompt remittance of the assessment. The bill authorizes the
corporation either to independently bring a suit for appropriate injunctive relief or a judgment against
a citrus producer whom the corporation determines has failed to remit an assessment or to request the
Department of Agriculture, the attorney general, or a county or district attorney having jurisdiction to file
such a suit on the corporation’s behalf. A petition for injunctive relief by or on behalf of the corporation
may also seek to secure the payment of assessments for the current year that are not yet delinquent and
is considered sufficient if it includes certain allegations set out by the bill.

House Bill 2850 House Author: Kacal et al.
Effective: 9-1-21 Senate Sponsor: Springer

House Bill 2850 amends the Civil Practice and Remedies Code to grant a certified veterinary assistant,
licensed veterinary technician, or veterinarian immunity from civil liability for an act or omission that


https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/pdf/HB02004F.pdf
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/pdf/HB02089F.pdf
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/pdf/HB02840F.pdf
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/pdf/HB02841F.pdf
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/pdf/HB02850F.pdf
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occurs in providing veterinary care or treatment to an injured animal in good faith and as a volunteer
under certain circumstances involving a man-made or natural disaster. The immunity does not apply to
care or treatment provided for compensation beyond reimbursement for expenses or in cases of gross
negligence or intentional misconduct.

The bill amends the Occupations Code to establish that a veterinarian’s client or the owner of an
animal treated by the veterinarian waives the privilege of client confidentiality with respect to information
regarding the veterinarian’s care and treatment of the animal that the client or owner publishes in a
public forum if that information is false with respect to the veterinarian, any information shared by the
veterinarian in response is limited to factual information that directly refutes the false information, and
the veterinarian does not share any of a client’s or owner’s personally identifiable information other than
the client’s or owner’s full name. The bill clarifies that a veterinarian’s provision of information to another
veterinarian or to an appropriate governmental entity regarding cruelty to an animal, an attack on an
animal, or the prescribing, dispensing, or requesting of a controlled substance does not violate client
confidentiality under the Veterinary Licensing Act.

House Bill 3132 House Author: Smithee
Effective: 9-1-21 Senate Sponsor: Seliger

House Bill 3132 amends the Occupations Code to authorize a student who is completing the practical
requirements of an equine dental provider certification program approved by the State Board of Veterinary
Medical Examiners to perform equine dentistry under the direct supervision of a veterinarian who is active
and in good standing.

House Bill 3289 House Author: Gonzélez, Mary
Effective: 9-1-21 Senate Sponsor: Blanco

House Bill 3289 amends the Agriculture Code to change from $250 to $10,000 to $500 to $20,000
the range of a civil penalty for a violation of a quarantine established against a pest or disease affecting
pecans or pecan trees or for a violation of a rule adopted under provisions relating to certain measures
for the protection of pecans or pecan trees from horticultural diseases and pests. The bill provides for a
registered nursery or florist to remedy an applicable first violation through a compliance agreement with
the Department of Agriculture in lieu of civil and criminal penalties.

House Bill 3442 House Author: Anderson et al.
Effective: 9-1-21 Senate Sponsor: Powell

House Bill 3442 amends the Veterinary Licensing Act, Occupations Code, to require the State Board
of Veterinary Medical Examiners to provide to a license holder who is the subject of a complaint whose
review requires medical expertise a copy of the record of any such review with the name of each reviewing
veterinarian redacted.

House Bill 3856 House Author: Rogers
Effective: 9-1-21 Senate Sponsor: Springer

House Bill 3856 amends the Agriculture Code to set at $5,000 the maximum administrative penalty
that may be imposed by the Texas Animal Health Commission for a violation of provisions relating to the
control of animal diseases and pests or a rule or order adopted under those provisions.

House Bill 3959 House Author: Buckley et al.
Effective: 6-8-21 Senate Sponsor: Perry et al.

House Bill 3959 amends the Agriculture Code to require the office of the governor to establish and
administer the Texas youth livestock show grant program to support livestock shows that are part of a


https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/pdf/HB03132F.pdf
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/pdf/HB03289F.pdf
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/pdf/HB03442F.pdf
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/pdf/HB03856F.pdf
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/pdf/HB03959F.pdf
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county or state youth livestock validation program and have Texas 4-H and Texas FFA engagement or
sanction. The bill creates the Texas youth livestock show fund account in the general revenue fund and
provides for its composition and the allocation of account funds.

Senate Bill 617 Senate Author: Kolkhorst
Effective: 6-14-21 House Sponsor: Wilson et al.

Senate Bill 617 amends the Health and Safety Code to revise provisions that set the minimum permit
term, the required coverage area, and the maximum permit fee for permits issued to farmers and food
producers in connection with the sale of food at a farmers’ market, farm stand, or farm. Among other
provisions, the bill changes the applicability of those provisions with respect to individuals other than
farmers and also changes the locations that such a permit must cover to include all locations the permit
holder is authorized to sell food within the jurisdiction of the applicable permitting authority.

Senate Bill 634 Senate Author: Kolkhorst
Effective: 9-1-21 House Sponsor: Anderson

Senate Bill 634 amends the Agriculture Code to make confidential and exempt from disclosure under
state public information law certain State Soil and Water Conservation Board information identifying a
landowner who participates in a board program to manage or eradicate an invasive species. The bill does
not protect the identity of a person who receives a direct payment of state money under a contract with
the board for such management or eradication.

Senate Bill 1118 Senate Author: Johnson et al.
Effective: 9-1-21 House Sponsor: Wilson

Senate Bill 1118 amends the Agriculture Code to authorize the State Soil and Water Conservation
Board to develop and administer the On-The-Ground Conservation Program to facilitate priority and other
soil and water conservation land improvement measures. The bill authorizes the board to provide through
the program technical assistance, cost-share assistance, direct grants, and help in obtaining those forms of
support from other public or private sources.

Senate Bill 1118 authorizes the board to work with qualified nonprofit organizations and universities to
provide technical assistance, to designate one or more soil and water conservation districts to administer
the program locally, and to establish cost-share rates for eligible conservation measures. The bill authorizes
the board to consider local priorities and needs in designating priority conservation measures within the
priority categories specified by the bill, to establish standards and specifications for each priority measure,
and to provide certification that specific measures have been implemented in accordance with those
standards and specifications.

Senate Bill 1772 Senate Author: Zaffirini et al.
Effective: Vetoed House Sponsor: Zwiener et al.

Senate Bill 1772 amends the Education Code to require Texas A&M AgriLife Extension, in consultation
with the Department of Agriculture and the Parks and Wildlife Department, to establish and implement the
Texas Pollinator-Smart program to encourage the voluntary establishment and conservation of habitats for
bees, birds, and other pollinators in and near solar energy sites. The bill requires the extension to develop
related educational materials and to award the Texas Pollinator-Smart certificate to solar energy sites with
pollinator habitats that meet or achieve an applicable standard. Implementation of a provision of this bill
by the extension is mandatory only if a specific appropriation is made for that purpose.

Governor’s Reason for Veto: “Senate Bill 1772 offered a program that was totally voluntary. Voluntary
laws are not needed to drive public behavior.”


https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/pdf/SB00617F.pdf
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/pdf/SB00634F.pdf
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/pdf/SB01118F.pdf
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/pdf/SB01772F.pdf
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Senate Bill 1997 Senate Author: Springer
Effective: 9-1-21 House Sponsor: Rogers

Senate Bill 1997 amends the Agriculture Code to update certain references to hog cholera to refer to
classical swine fever and to specify that a Texas Animal Health Commission (TAHC) representative or other
TAHC-authorized person is authorized to vaccinate, inoculate, or treat hogs with classical swine fever. The
bill removes authorization for a hog owner or a county demonstration agent to engage in those activities.


https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/pdf/SB01997F.pdf
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ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES

This chapter covers legislation on the regulation of alcoholic beverages, including the regulation of
individuals and establishments that sell, serve, manufacture, distribute, or transport such beverages.

House Bill 763 House Author: Toth
Effective: 9-1-21 Senate Sponsor: Zaffirini

House Bill 763 amends the Alcoholic Beverage Code, with respect to illicit alcoholic beverages seized by
a peace officer and the subsequent handling of such beverages, to provide for the destruction or disposal
by a peace officer of an alcoholic beverage, its container, and its packaging.

House Bill 1024 House Author: Geren et al.
Effective: 5-12-21 Senate Sponsor: Hancock et al.

House Bill 1024 amends the Alcoholic Beverage Code to authorize certain permit holders to allow the
pickup and delivery of appropriately sealed alcoholic beverages for off-premises consumption as part of
the pickup or delivery of food prepared at the permitted premises.

House Bill 1518 House Author: Dutton
Effective: 9-1-21 Senate Sponsor: Seliger

House Bill 1518 amends the Alcoholic Beverage Code to authorize an appropriately permitted or
licensed hotel bar to sell alcoholic beverages at any time to a registered hotel guest and to authorize a
guest to consume or possess such beverages in the hotel bar at any time. The bill authorizes holders of
a retail dealer’s on-premise or off-premise license to sell malt beverages for off-premise consumption
between 10:00 a.m. and noon on Sunday and authorizes the sale and delivery of alcoholic beverages
under a wine and malt beverage retailer’s permit or off-premise permit during the same hours.

House Bill 1729 House Author: Harris
Effective: 9-1-21 Senate Sponsor: Nichols

House Bill 1729 amends the Alcoholic Beverage Code to establish that an area annexed to the City of
Elkhart automatically assumes the city’s wet or dry status on annexation.

House Bill 1755 House Author: Metcalf
Effective: 9-1-21 Senate Sponsor: Hancock

House Bill 1755 amends the Alcoholic Beverage Code to authorize a person who orders wine with
food from a mixed beverage permittee to remove the container of wine from the premises regardless of
whether the container is opened or unopened.

House Bill 1957 House Author: Kuempel et al.
Effective: 9-1-21 Senate Sponsor: Buckingham et al.

House Bill 1957 amends the Alcoholic Beverage Code to restrict the labeling of wine as originating
from an area of Texas or with the name of a vineyard in Texas to a wine that is 100 percent by volume
fermented juice of grapes or other fruit grown in Texas.


https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/pdf/HB00763F.pdf
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/pdf/HB01024F.pdf
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/pdf/HB01518F.pdf
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/pdf/HB01729F.pdf
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/pdf/HB01755F.pdf
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/pdf/HB01957F.pdf

Alcoholic Beverages

House Bill 2127 House Author: Turner, Chris et al.
Effective: 9-1-21 Senate Sponsor: Hancock et al.

House Bill 2127 amends the Alcoholic Beverage Code to authorize the concessionaire for a public
entertainment zone, as defined by the bill, to allow a patron who possesses an alcoholic beverage to
enter or leave a licensed or permitted premises within the zone under the same conditions applicable to a
concessionaire for a public entertainment facility.

House Bill 2698 House Author: Kuempel
Effective: 9-1-21 Senate Sponsor: Zaffirini

House Bill 2698 repeals the Alcoholic Beverage Code provision prohibiting a person from installing or
maintaining certain obstructions of the view of certain alcoholic beverage retailers.

House Bill 3897 House Author: Thompson, Senfronia
Effective: 9-1-21 Senate Sponsor: Birdwell

House Bill 3897 amends the Alcoholic Beverage Code to cap the fee for a brewer’s license or a brewer’s
self-distribution license at 50 percent of the fee set by rule for the license.

Senate Bill 195 Senate Author: Zaffirini
Effective: 9-1-21 House Sponsor: Thompson, Senfronia

Senate Bill 195 amends the Alcoholic Beverage Code to include an offense involving drink solicitation
as mandatory grounds for the refusal of certain alcoholic beverage permits and licenses or for the denial
of certain permits and licenses for a prescribed period, as applicable.

Senate Bill 1216 Senate Author: Zaffirini
Effective: 9-1-21 House Sponsor: Lozano

Senate Bill 1216 amends the Alcoholic Beverage Code to provide for a local option election on the sale
of alcoholic beverages in a proposed zone within a commercial area of the City of Portland.

Senate Bill 1226 Senate Author: Schwertner
Effective: 9-1-21 House Sponsor: Geren et al.

Senate Bill 1226 amends the Alcoholic Beverage Code to authorize the holder of a brewpub license for
a brewpub located in a wet area to conduct samplings of malt beverages at a retailer’s premises.
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https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/pdf/HB02127F.pdf
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/pdf/HB02698F.pdf
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/pdf/HB03897F.pdf
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APPROPRIATIONS AND STATE FINANCE

This chapter covers the General Appropriations Act for the 2022-2023 state fiscal biennium and
legislation on supplemental appropriations, revenue dedication, and payment of claims against the state.

House Bill 2 House Author: Bonnen
Effective: 6-18-21 Senate Sponsor: Nelson

House Bill 2 makes supplemental appropriations and reductions in appropriations to various state
agencies, programs, and funds; provides transfer authority and other appropriation adjustment authority;
and imposes contingencies on the appropriation of funds and transferred appropriations and restrictions
on the use of certain supplemental and transferred appropriations.

Unencumbered appropriations for the 2020-2021 state fiscal biennium from the general revenue fund
are reduced by roughly S5 billion on net. The bill makes supplemental appropriations for the 2020-2021
state fiscal biennium totaling approximately $31 million from general revenue dedicated accounts; $531
million from the Economic Stabilization Fund, otherwise known as the Rainy Day Fund; $562 million from
federal funds; and $581 million from various other state funds and accounts. Certain of these appropriations
are contingent on the receipt of certain amounts of federal COVID-19 relief funds.

House Bill 2 sets the sum-certain appropriation to the Foundation School Program for fiscal year 2021
at $24,578,373,076.

House Bill 2 excludes certain funds received from the federal government for COVID-19 relief and
recovery from its appropriations.

House Bill 5 (2nd C.S.) House Author: Bonnen et al.
Effective: 9-17-21 Senate Sponsor: Nelson et al.

House Bill 5 amends Chapter 1053 (S.B. 1), Acts of the 87th Legislature, Regular Session, 2021 (the
General Appropriations Act), to make supplemental appropriations and give direction regarding certain of
those appropriations. The bill appropriates roughly $316 million from the general revenue fund to restore
funding for Article X of that act, which funded the operations of the legislative branch and was vetoed by
the governor following the regular session.

House Bill 5 appropriates slightly more than $1.1 billion from the general revenue fund and dedicated
accounts therein to the Texas Education Agency (TEA); Department of Family and Protective Services
(DFPS); Department of Information Resources (DIR); Teacher Retirement System of Texas (TRS); Office of
Court Administration, Texas Judicial Council (OCA); secretary of state; and trusteed programs within the
governor’s office as follows:

¢ roughly $114.6 million to TEA for purposes of funding school district property tax relief as provided
for by Senate Bill 8 and developing and implementing a civics training program for educators as
required by Senate Bill 3;

¢ $90 million to DFPS for purposes of funding improvements to the state’s foster care capacity;

¢ approximately $17.4 million to DIR for purposes of providing cybersecurity enhancements for
the state;

¢ about $701 million to TRS for purposes of funding a 13th check for annuitants as provided for by
Senate Bill 7;

¢ nearly $4.3 million to OCA for purposes of implementing provisions of Senate Bill 6, which relates
to the rules for setting the amount of bail and the release of certain defendants on bond;

¢ $4.3 million to the secretary of state for the purpose of reimbursements for the retrofitting
of certain auditable voting systems, the replacement of certain systems that cannot be
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upgraded, and the development of secure tracking systems for mail ballots as provided for by
Senate Bill 1; and

¢ $180 million to the trusteed programs for the purpose of supporting the work of Texas Anti-Gang
Center programs in municipalities with a population of more than 500,000 according to the most
recent federal decennial census.

Additionally, the bill increases OCA’s capital budget authority and authorizes OCA to employ six
full-time equivalent employees to implement Senate Bill 6. The bill further specifies that its provisions
supersede any budget execution order issued during August 2021 and that any authorization for a transfer
of an appropriation or of money under such an order is void on the bill’s effective date.

House Bill 9 (2nd C.S.) House Author: Bonnen et al.
Effective: 9-17-21 Senate Sponsor: Nelson et al.

House Bill 9 makes supplemental appropriations relating to border security and gives direction regarding
those appropriations. The bill appropriates roughly $1.8 billion total from the general revenue fund to the
Office of Court Administration, Texas Judicial Council (OCA); Texas Military Department; Department of
Public Safety (DPS); Texas Department of Criminal Justice (TDCJ); Commission on Jail Standards (TCIS);
trusteed programs within the governor’s office; and Department of State Health Services (DSHS) as follows:

¢ roughly $32.5 million to OCA to provide funding for indigent legal representation, foreign language
interpreters, certain program costs, additional employees, and visiting judges;

e approximately $301 million to the Military Department to provide funding for additional
personnel to support border security operations;

¢ nearly $154.8 million to DPS to provide funding for Operation Lone Star surge, tactical marine
unit vessels, and additional employees;

e $273.7 million to TDCJ to provide funding for correctional security operations;

e $214,785 to TCJS to provide funding for additional staffing needs;

¢ slightly more than $1 billion to trusteed programs within the governor’s office to provide funding
for certain border security operations through the making of border security grants, for additional
staffing needs, and for training regarding the handling of misdemeanor and felony crimes for
eligible prosecuting attorneys; and

¢ about $16.4 million to DSHS for purchasing ambulance services, with two-thirds of that amount
dedicated for purchasing such services for use at two border security processing centers.

The bill requires the above entities, other than DSHS, to report all budgeted and expended amounts
and performance indicator results for border security to the Legislative Budget Board on a quarterly basis.

House Bill 2896 House Author: Bonnen
Effective: See below Senate Sponsor: Nelson

House Bill 2896, the biennial funds consolidation bill, abolishes all funds and accounts created or
re-created and all dedications or rededications of revenue collected by a state agency for a particular
purpose by an act of the 87th Legislature, Regular Session, 2021, except those specifically exempted from
abolishment under the bill’s provisions. The bill creates and re-creates certain accounts and funds and
requires revenue that otherwise would be deposited to the credit of a special account or fund to instead be
deposited to the credit of the undedicated portion of the general revenue fund unless the fund, account,
or dedication is exempted under the bill’s provisions.

Effective September 1, 2021, House Bill 2896 amends the Government Code and Transportation
Code to revise provisions governing certain accounts and the dedication of certain revenue, postpone the
expiration date of statutory provisions governing the use of dedicated revenue in treasury funds by the
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comptroller of public accounts, and revise the deadline by which the comptroller is required to eliminate
all dedicated accounts for specialty license plates.
Except as otherwise provided, House Bill 2896 takes effect June 16, 2021.

Senate Bill 1 Senate Author: Nelson
Effective: See below House Sponsor: Bonnen

Senate Bill 1, the General Appropriations Act, as passed by the legislature, appropriated approximately
$248.6 billion for the 2022-2023 state fiscal biennium. However, following the regular session, the governor
exercised his line-item veto authority to veto most of Article X of the bill, which provided funding for
the legislative branch of state government. As a result of the veto, only roughly $248.1 billion of those
appropriations ultimately became law as part of the biennial state budget, of which $126.1 billion is for
state fiscal year 2022 and $122 billion is for state fiscal year 2023. Those amounts include all funding sources
except interagency contracts. Of the total amount appropriated, more than $122.2 billion, or roughly
49 percent, is derived from general revenue, both dedicated and nondedicated. Another $84.8 billion, or
34.2 percent, represents federal funding, while the remaining $41.1 billion, or 16.5 percent, comes from
other funds such as the State Highway Fund and the Economic Stabilization Fund, otherwise known as
the state’s Rainy Day Fund. (Figures and percentages may not add up due to rounding.) The $248.1 billion
budgetary total represents a decrease of approximately one percent over the budget approved for the
2020-2021 state fiscal biennium.

Legislative appropriations for major governmental functions and services for the 2022-2023 state fiscal
biennium compared with appropriations for the preceding biennium are as follows, listed by budgetary
article, excluding Article X:

e Article | - General Government receives $6.9 billion, a decrease of 6.8 percent;

¢ Article Il - Health and Human Services receives $86.7 billion, an increase of 2.7 percent;

* Article Ill - Agencies of Education receives $93.5 billion, an increase of 12.7 percent;

e Article IV - The Judiciary receives $928.2 million, an increase of 4 percent;

¢ Article V - Public Safety and Criminal Justice receives $12.9 billion, a decrease of 19.4 percent;

e Article VI - Natural Resources receives $7.5 billion, a decrease of 16.7 percent;

¢ Article VIl - Business and Economic Development receives $36.5 billion, a decrease of 1.6 percent;
e Article VIII - Regulatory receives $728 million, an increase of 12.4 percent; and

e Article IX - General Provisions receives $2.4 billion, a decrease of 79.7 percent.

Article IX also contains the state employee position classification plan and salary schedule for the
2022-2023 biennium.
Except for Article X, which does not take effect due to the governor’s veto, Senate Bill 1 takes effect
September 1, 2021.
Governor’s Reason for Veto of most of Article X: “Texans don’t run from a legislative fight, and they
don’t walk away from unfinished business. Funding should not be provided for those who quit their job

early, leaving their state with unfinished business and exposing taxpayers to higher costs for an additional
legislative session. | therefore object to and disapprove of these appropriations.”

Senate Bill 8 (3rd C.S.) Senate Author: Nelson et al.
Effective: 11-8-21 House Sponsor: Bonnen et al.

Senate Bill 8 makes supplemental appropriations totaling roughly $13.3 billion from money received
by the state from the Coronavirus State Fiscal Recovery Fund and the Coronavirus Capital Projects Fund,
each of which were established under the federal American Rescue Plan Act of 2021. The bill appropriates
that money as follows:

¢ roughly $7.2 billion to the comptroller of public accounts for immediate deposit to the credit
of the state’s unemployment compensation fund to pay back certain outstanding advances and
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return the fund to the required statutory floor as reimbursement for payments made as a result
of the COVID-19 pandemic;

¢ nearly $500.5 million to the comptroller to fund broadband infrastructure, $75 million of which
is dedicated for the Texas broadband pole replacement program;

¢ $100 million to the comptroller for immediate deposit to an account or fund to be managed by
the Texas Treasury Safekeeping Trust Company as trustee for the benefit of the State Preservation
Board to maintain the Bob Bullock State History Museum;

¢ $2 billion to the Department of State Health Services (DSHS) for the following purposes related
to costs incurred during the period beginning March 3, 2021, and ending January 1, 2023, due to
the COVID-19 pandemic:

o providing funding for surge staffing at state and local hospitals, long-term care facilities,
psychiatric hospitals, and nursing facilities;

o purchasing therapeutic drugs, including drugs for monoclonal antibody treatments; and

o providing funding for the operation of regional infusion centers;

¢ $16.7 million to DSHS for upgrading existing laboratory facilities associated with a level 1 trauma
facility in Hidalgo County and new laboratory infrastructure in Starr County;

¢ $20 million to DSHS for the federally qualified health center incubator program;

¢ $21.7 million to DSHS to provide funding for emergency medical response service staffing, with
priority given to rural and underserved areas;

e $237.8 million to the Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC) to fund construction of a
state hospital in Dallas;

¢ $15 million to HHSC to expand the capacity of Sunrise Canyon Hospital;

¢ $75 million to HHSC to fund grants to support rural hospitals that have been affected by the
COVID-19 pandemic;

¢ $20 million to HHSC to fund the creation of a consolidated Internet portal for Medicaid and CHIP
medical services provider data;

¢ S5 million to HHSC to fund technology updates to the Medicaid eligibility computer system;

¢ $14,250 to HHSC to fund COVID-19 related expenses incurred by the Texas Civil Commitment
Office related to consumable supplies and travel;

¢ $378.3 million to HHSC to administer one-time grants related to providing critical staffing needs
resulting from frontline health care workers affected by COVID-19, including recruitment and
retention bonuses for certain staff;

¢ 540 million to The University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston for operating the Texas
Epidemic Public Health Institute;

e contingent on the Texas Facilities Commission (TFC) completing a required signed agreement
with the Ector County and Midland County Hospital Districts, $40 million to the TFC to fund
construction of a 100-bed comprehensive behavioral health center to serve the Permian Basin
region;

¢ more than $286 million to the Teacher Retirement System of Texas to provide funding for
coronavirus-related claims in TRS-Care and TRS-ActiveCare;

¢ approximately $113 million to the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB) to support
the operations and expansion of the Texas Child Mental Health Care Consortium to expand mental
health initiatives for children, pregnant women, and women who are up to one year postpartum,
including by enhancing the Child Psychiatry Access Network to improve perinatal mental health
services;

¢ $325 million to the THECB for university construction;

¢ $15 million to the THECB for operating the Texas reskilling and upskilling through education
(TRUE) program;

¢ $20 million to the THECB to provide performance-based funding for at-risk students at
comprehensive regional universities;
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$1 million to the THECB to fund the rural veterinarians grant program;

$3 million to the Texas Education Agency to provide funding for the big brothers and big sisters

program technological staff enhancements;

$1.15 million to Texas A&M University - Galveston to provide funding to the Institute for a

Disaster Resilient Texas, $1 million of which is dedicated for digital flood risk infrastructure for

underserved communities and the remaining $150,000 of which is dedicated for office space in

Houston;

$50 million each to Texas Tech University and to the University of Houston for institutional

enhancement;

$3 million to The University of Texas at Austin to provide funding for the Marine Science Institute

student housing replacement;

$235,000 to The University of Texas at Austin for the Briscoe Garner Museum;

$180 million to the trusteed programs within the governor’s office to provide grants for tourism,

travel, and hospitality industry recovery;

$1.2 million to the trusteed programs within the governor’s office to fund information technology

case management system improvements for children’s advocacy centers;

$160 million to the trusteed programs within the governor’s office to fund grants for crime

victims;

nearly $52.3 million to the attorney general’s office for deposit into the sexual assault program

account and for use by the office as authorized by other law;

roughly $54.8 million to the attorney general’s office for deposit into the compensation to victims

of crime account and for use by the office in compensating crime victims;

nearly $360 million to the Texas Department of Criminal Justice to provide compensation for

agency employees for the 2022 state fiscal year;

$95 million to the Department of Agriculture (TDA) to provide supplemental funding to food

banks in response to the COVID-19 pandemic;

$5 million to the TDA to provide funding for home-delivered meals;

$300 million to the Texas Division of Emergency Management to acquire land for, and fund

construction of, a state operations center;

$35 million to the General Land Office (GLO) and the Veterans Land Board to provide funding for

HVAC upgrades, negative pressure COVID-19 wards, and mobile HEPA air filtration units for Texas

state veterans homes;

$5 million to the GLO to maintain with Brazoria County approximately 4,600 feet of beach and

dunes along the Bluewater Highway and Beach Access Road Five;

$300,000 to the GLO to fund a cost and component analysis of the Coastal Texas Study design

elements to be conducted by the Gulf Coast Protection District under an agreement between the

GLO and the district;

$20 million to the Texas Historical Commission to fund the commission’s capital plan project for

the Washington-on-the-Brazos state historic site;

$200 million to the Department of Information Resources for deposit into the technology

improvement and modernization fund and for use in funding cybersecurity projects approved

by the Joint Oversight Committee on Investment in Information Technology Improvement and

Modernization Projects;

to address matters related to shortfalls in court fee collections:

o S7 million to the comptroller’s judiciary section to address the backlog in court cases,
including by paying for visiting judges and support staff;
oS3 million to the Office of Court Administration of the Texas Judicial System (OCA) for

addressing the backlog in court cases, including information technology support, and
employing eight additional full-time equivalent (FTE) employees;
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o nearly $14 million to OCA for deposit into the fair defense account and for use by OCA in
addressing the backlog in court cases as authorized by other law;
> $200,000 to the Office of Capital and Forensic Writs to address the backlog in court cases,
pay costs related to the COVID-19 pandemic, and employ one additional FTE employee; and
o $5.8 million to the Texas Commission on Law Enforcement for use as authorized by other law;
¢ $150 million to the Commission on State Emergency Communications (CSEC) for deposit into the
next generation 9-1-1 service fund and for use by the CSEC as authorized by other law for the
deployment and reliable operation of next generation 9-1-1 service, including equipment and
administration costs;
¢ $15.5 million to the Texas Department of Transportation to fund a customs inspection station on
the South Orient Rail Line in Presidio;
¢ 540 million to the Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) to fund certain outreach and education
grants throughout Texas;
¢ $3 million to TPWD to provide funding to the Texas State Aquarium Center for wildlife
research; and
¢ $25 million to the State Preservation Board for maintenance and capital improvement projects.

The bill requires the Legislative Budget Board (LBB), in consultation with the comptroller, to report on
the LBB website certain information regarding the money appropriated to and spent by each applicable
political subdivision, state agency, and institution of higher education under the bill's provisions. The
report must be regularly updated through the end of 2028 as specified by the bill.

Senate Bill 1336 Senate Author: Hancock et al.
Effective: 9-1-21 House Sponsor: Bonnen et al.

Senate Bill 1336 amends the Government Code to establish an additional state spending limit that
is applicable to consolidated general revenue appropriations, which are appropriations from the general
revenue fund, general revenue-dedicated funds, and general revenue-related funds, for purposes other
than tax relief or disaster recovery. The bill limits the rate of growth of these appropriations in a state fiscal
biennium to the estimated average rate of population growth during the biennium for which appropriations
are made and during the biennium preceding that biennium, adjusted by the estimated average biennial
rate of monetary inflation in Texas during the same period.

Senate Bill 1605 Senate Author: Huffman
Effective: 9-1-21 House Sponsor: Bonnen

Senate Bill 1605 appropriates money out of the following funds and accounts for the payment of
certain itemized claims and judgments plus interest, if any, against the State of Texas: the general revenue
fund, the state highway fund, the lottery general revenue account, and the designated trauma facility and
emergency medical services general revenue account.

Senate Bill 1984 Senate Author: Lucio
Effective: 9-1-21 House Sponsor: Anchia

Senate Bill 1984 amends the Government Code to require the Bond Review Board to designate
as carryforward, for purposes of certain private activity bonds, an amount previously designated as
carryforward for which the board receives written notice from an issuer of an election to reassign the
carryforward designation to the issuer’s next available application for a project, if the issuer provides the
requisite materials.
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BUSINESS AND COMMERCE

This chapter covers legislation on issues relating to business and commerce generally, including
business organization and regulation and consumer protection. Legislation relating specifically to insurance
companies is in the Insurance chapter, and legislation relating to workers and employers is in the Labor
and Employment chapter.

House Bill 20 (2nd C.S.) House Author: Cain et al.
Effective: 12-2-21 Senate Sponsor: Hughes et al.

House Bill 20 amends the Business & Commerce Code and Civil Practice and Remedies Code to provide
protections from censorship and other interference with digital expression by regulating certain social
media platforms with respect to the management and removal of user content and by prohibiting email
service providers from impeding email messages based on the message’s content, with certain exceptions.

Among other provisions, House Bill 20 does the following to protect against such censorship or other
interference:

e requires a social media platform to publicly disclose accurate information regarding its content
management, data management, and business practices; publish an acceptable use policy and a
biannual transparency report regarding illegal activity and illegal and potentially policy-violating
content and actions taken with respect to such activity or content; and provide an easily accessible
complaint system for users to submit complaints, including complaints regarding illegal content
or activity or a decision made by the platform to remove content posted by the user;

e requires a social media platform that removes certain content based on a violation of its
acceptable use policy to notify the user who provided the content and allow the user to appeal
the platform’s decision to remove the content;

e prohibits a social media platform from censoring a user, a user’s expression, or a user’s ability to
receive the expression of another person based on the user’s or another person’s viewpoint or
location in any part of Texas, regardless of the medium through which the viewpoint in question
is expressed; and

e authorizes the attorney general or a user on a social media platform to bring an action against the
platform for an applicable violation of the bill’s provisions.

These protections apply with respect to a social media platform that functionally has more than
50 million active users in the United States in a calendar month and to a user who resides in Texas, does
business in Texas, or shares or receives social media platform content or other expression in Texas.

House Bill 113 House Author: Oliverson
Effective: 9-1-21 Senate Sponsor: Schwertner

House Bill 113 amends the Business & Commerce Code to provide for the statewide regulation of
peer-to-peer car sharing programs. The bill, among other provisions, establishes a statutory definition
of a peer-to-peer car sharing program, sets out insurance requirements for such a program to ensure
that both the owner and driver are covered during the car sharing period, and outlines certain program
responsibilities relating to required disclosures and notices, verification of customer driver’s licenses,
record retention, car sharing equipment, and automobile safety recalls.

House Bill 390 House Author: Thompson, Senfronia et al.
Effective: See below Senate Sponsor: Huffman et al.

House Bill 390 amends the Business & Commerce Code to set out signage and annual employee training
requirements relating to human trafficking awareness and prevention for operators of commercial lodging
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establishments. The bill requires the attorney general to establish the requirements for an operator to
comply with the required training, create and make available a template for the required signage, and
designate a telephone number for reporting a suspected act of human trafficking or a violation of the bill’s
provisions. The bill prohibits an operator from disciplining, retaliating against, or otherwise discriminating
against an employee who in good faith reports a suspected act of human trafficking to any appropriate
authority.

House Bill 390 authorizes a peace officer to enter the premises of a commercial lodging establishment
during certain hours to ensure compliance with the bill’s provisions. If the attorney general has reason
to believe that an establishment’s operator has violated the bill’s provisions, the attorney general must
provide notice of the violation to the operator. The bill makes the establishment liable for a civil penalty if
the operator fails to cure the violation before the 30th day after receiving such notice. The bill authorizes
the attorney general to bring an action to recover the civil penalty or for injunctive relief.

House Bill 390 requires the attorney general to adopt rules necessary to implement the bill’s
provisions. That requirement takes effect September 1, 2021, while all other provisions of the bill take
effect January 1, 2022.

House Bill 735 House Author: Minjarez
Effective: 9-1-21 Senate Sponsor: Campbell

House Bill 735 amends the Occupations Code to provide that a depreciation benefit optional member
program, for purposes of the Service Contract Regulatory Act, includes any vehicle, regardless of whether
the vehicle is purchased for cash, financed, or leased.

House Bill 876 House Author: Craddick
Effective: 9-1-21 Senate Sponsor: Perry

House Bill 876 amends the Business & Commerce Code to prohibit an individual, corporation, trust,
partnership, association, or other private legal entity that makes a payment to a payee from charging an
additional fee to the payee because the payee elects to receive the payment by paper check instead of
by an automated clearinghouse transaction or other electronic funds transfer. The bill renders void and
unenforceable any contract provision permitting a person to charge or collect such a fee from a payee,
except that a contract entered into before the bill’s effective date prevails over the prohibition to the
extent of any conflict.

House Bill 1493 House Author: Herrero
Effective: 9-1-21 Senate Sponsor: Hinojosa

House Bill 1493 amends the Civil Practice and Remedies Code to entitle a governmental unit to enjoin
another person’s use of an entity name that falsely implies governmental affiliation with the governmental
unit. The governmental unit is entitled to injunctive relief throughout Texas and, if the court finds the
person against whom the injunctive relief is sought wilfully intended to imply governmental affiliation
with the governmental unit, the court may award reasonable attorney’s fees and court costs to the
governmental unit.

House Bill 1493 amends the Business Organizations Code to prohibit a filing entity or foreign filing
entity from using a name in Texas that falsely implies an affiliation with a governmental entity. The bill
establishes a process through which the secretary of state, on request by a governmental entity, may
determine whether a filing entity or foreign filing entity has a name that violates the prohibition. If the
entity is found to be in violation, it must cease transacting business or operating under that name in Texas
and file with the secretary of state the applicable instrument to amend the entity’s name as shown in the
secretary’s records. The bill authorizes the attorney general to bring an action for injunctive relief if the
entity fails to take such action.
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House Bill 1576 House Author: Parker et al.
Effective: 9-1-21 Senate Sponsor: Paxton

House Bill 1576 establishes a 16-member work group to develop a master plan for the expansion of the
blockchain industry in Texas and recommend policies and state investments in connection with blockchain
technology. The work group, which is abolished on June 30, 2023, must submit a report that includes the
master plan and any findings and applicable recommendations to each standing committee of the senate
and house of representatives with primary jurisdiction over economic development or technology issues.

House Bill 2106 House Author: Perez et al.
Effective: 9-1-21 Senate Sponsor: Zaffirini et al.

House Bill 2106 amends the Government Code and Occupations Code to transfer administration of the
payment fraud fusion center from the office of the attorney general to the Texas Commission of Licensing
and Regulation (TCLR) and the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation (TDLR) and redesignates the
fusion center, which is housed within TDLR, as the financial crimes intelligence center. The bill, among
other provisions, does the following:

o clarifies the purposes of the intelligence center, authorizes operation agreements between TDLR
and law enforcement agencies or other governmental agencies, provides for the powers and
duties of the intelligence center, and requires that the center file an annual report with TDLR;

e authorizes TDLR to inspect each motor fuel metering device located at a dealer’s retail outlet
regardless of whether TDLR received a report of a suspected skimmer; and

e provides for a workgroup established by TDLR to provide input, advice, and recommendations
regarding the powers and duties of TDLR regarding payment card skimmers on motor fuel
dispensers, inspection of a motor fuel metering device, and the financial crimes intelligence
center.

House Bill 2106 amends the Business & Commerce Code to make provisions relating to payment
card skimmers on motor fuel dispensers apply instead with respect to skimmers on motor fuel metering
devices and to transfer the administration of the revised provisions to TDLR. Among other provisions, the
bill authorizes TCLR or the executive director of TDLR to enforce the revised provisions, a rule adopted
under those provisions, or an applicable order. The bill revises provisions relating to a notice of discovery
of a skimmer, a report of a suspected skimmer, investigation of such a report, and the confidentiality
of information from a report. The bill makes a person who violates provisions relating to payment card
skimmers on motor fuel metering devices or a rule adopted under such provisions liable to the state for a
civil penalty and provides for an action to collect the penalty.

House Bill 3131 House Author: Cole
Effective: 1-1-22 Senate Sponsor: Hancock

House Bill 3131 amends the Business Organizations Code to require the certificate of formation of a
domestic corporation, limited partnership, limited liability company, professional association, cooperative,
or real estate investment trust to state the entity’s initial mailing address.

House Bill 3374 House Author: Pacheco et al.
Effective: 9-1-21 Senate Sponsor: Paxton

House Bill 3374 amends the Transportation Code to remove the requirement for a person renting a
motor vehicle to another person to compare and verify the signature on the renter’s driver’s license with
the renter’s signature written in the person’s presence.

19


https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/pdf/HB01576F.pdf
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/pdf/HB02106F.pdf
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/pdf/HB03131F.pdf
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/pdf/HB03374F.pdf

Business and Commerce

House Bill 3529 House Author: Meyer
Effective: 9-1-21 Senate Sponsor: Zaffirini

House Bill 3529 amends the Identity Theft Enforcement and Protection Act, Business & Commerce
Code, to expand the circumstances under which a person is prohibited under the act from obtaining,
possessing, transferring, or using personal identifying information of another person with intent to obtain
a thing of value in the other person’s name to include the person not having that other person’s effective
consent. Effective consent may be given by a person legally authorized to act on behalf of the person from
whom consent is required, but consent is not effective if it is induced by force, threat, fraud, or coercion
orif it is given by a person who by reason of youth, mental iliness, or intellectual disability is known by the
actor to be unable to make reasonable decisions.

House Bill 3746 House Author: Capriglione
Effective: 9-1-21 Senate Sponsor: Nelson

House Bill 3746 amends the Identity Theft Enforcement and Protection Act, Business & Commerce
Code, to require the notification sent to the attorney general following a breach of security of computerized
data involving at least 250 Texas residents to include the number of affected residents that have been sent
a disclosure of the breach by mail or other direct method of communication at the time of notification. The
bill requires the attorney general to post on the attorney general’s publicly accessible website a listing of
the data breach notifications received by the attorney general, excluding certain sensitive, compromising,
or confidential information. The bill sets out the attorney general’s duties with regard to updating the
listing and provides for a notification to be removed from the listing after one year if the person who
provided the notification has not reported any additional breach during the year.

House Bill 4474 House Author: Parker et al.
Effective: 9-1-21 Senate Sponsor: Paxton

House Bill 4474 amends the Business & Commerce Code to establish that a purchaser of a virtual
currency, as defined by the bill, acquires all rights in the virtual currency that the transferor had or had
power to transfer and that a purchaser of a limited interest in a virtual currency acquires rights only to the
extent of the interest purchased. The bill also establishes the conditions under which a person has control
of virtual currency and provides for the exclusivity of certain powers specified in those conditions. The bill,
among other provisions, including provisions regarding a perfected security interest in virtual currency,
establishes that a qualifying purchaser acquires the purchaser’s rights in a virtual currency free of any
adverse claim in addition to acquiring the rights of a purchaser and sets out additional related provisions
regarding an adverse claim.

Senate Bill 291 Senate Author: Schwertner
Effective: 9-1-21 House Sponsor: Bucy

Senate Bill 291 amends the Business & Commerce Code to require a developer of a commercial
building project to visibly post the developer’s name and contact information and a brief description of the
project at the construction site entrance as soon as practicable after beginning construction of the project.

Senate Bill 424 Senate Author: Hinojosa et al.
Effective: 9-1-21 House Sponsor: Hunter

Senate Bill 424 amends the Government Code to prohibit a state agency with regulatory authority over
an applicable small business from imposing an administrative penalty against such a business for a first
violation of a statute or a rule administered by the agency, other than a violation committed knowingly or
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intentionally, unless the agency first provides the business written notice of the violation and an opportunity
to remedy the violation within a reasonable time after receiving the notice, with certain exceptions. The
bill requires each applicable agency to adopt a policy consistent with the bill’s requirements that provides
that the agency will not attempt to recover an administrative penalty during the reasonable time the small
business is attempting in good faith to remedy the violation. Implementation of a provision of the bill by
an applicable state agency is mandatory only if a specific appropriation is made for that purpose.

Senate Bill 855 Senate Author: Hughes
Effective: 1-1-22 House Sponsor: Hunter

Senate Bill 855 amends the Business & Commerce Code to require an owner or operator of a website
or online service that deals in substantial part in the electronic dissemination of third-party commercial
recordings or audiovisual works and electronically disseminates those recordings or works to Texas
consumers to disclose on the website or online service the owner or operator’s true and correct name and
contact information. The bill authorizes an owner, assignee, authorized agent, or exclusive licensee of a
recording or work that is electronically disseminated in violation of the bill’s provisions to bring a private
cause of action to obtain a declaratory judgment and permanent or temporary injunctive relief, but only
after giving the violator notice and an opportunity to cure the violation. The bill classifies a violation of the
bill’s provisions as a false, misleading, or deceptive act or practice.

Senate Bill 911 Senate Author: Hancock
Effective: 1-1-22 House Sponsor: Burrows et al.

SenateBill911amendsthe Alcoholic Beverage Code, Business & Commerce Code, and Local Government
Code to regulate third-party food delivery services. The bill, among other provisions, makes a restaurant
that holds certain alcoholic beverage permits or licenses eligible for a food and beverage certificate. The
bill requires such a delivery service to provide a mechanism for consumer concerns and complaints and
authorizes a restaurant to bring an action against a delivery service under certain conditions. The bill
prohibits a municipality or county from adopting or enforcing an ordinance or regulation to the extent that
the ordinance or regulation affects the required terms of an agreement between a delivery service and a
restaurant.

Senate Bill 1132 Senate Author: Johnson et al.
Effective: See below House Sponsor: Turner, John

Senate Bill 1132 amends the Occupations Code to authorize the consumer credit commissioner or
the commissioner’s representative to examine each place of business of each dealer of crafted precious
metal and investigate the dealer’s transactions and records to the extent the transactions and records
pertain to the business of the sale of crafted precious metal. A dealer must give the commissioner or the
commissioner’s representative free access to the dealer’s office, place of business, files, safes, and vaults
and allow the commissioner or the representative to make a copy of an item that may be investigated. The
bill requires the commissioner or the representative to examine at least 10 dealers each calendar year.
These provisions take effect January 1, 2022, and do not apply to a jewelry store.

Senate Bill 1132 requires the commissioner, as soon as practicable after an enforcement order against
a dealer for an applicable violation of law becomes final, to provide notice of the order to the chief of police
of the municipality in which the violation occurred or to the sheriff of the county in which the violation
occurred, if the violation did not occur in a municipality. The bill also repeals provisions establishing the
applicability of, and certain exceptions to, provisions governing the sale of crafted precious metal to
dealers. Except as otherwise provided by the bill, the bill takes effect September 1, 2021.
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Senate Bill 1203 Senate Author: Hancock
Effective: 9-1-21 House Sponsor: Turner, Chris

Senate Bill 1203 amends the Business Organizations Code to revise certain provisions relating to the
creation and operation of corporations, limited liability companies, partnerships, associations, and other
types of business entities.

Senate Bill 1523 Senate Author: Hancock
Effective: 6-1-22 House Sponsor: Turner, Chris

Senate Bill 1523 amends the Business & Commerce Code and Business Organizations Code to provide
for the formation of a registered series of a limited liability company through the filing of a certificate of
registered series with the secretary of state. The bill designates a series that is established under existing
law without filing a certificate of registered series as a protected series. The bill sets out provisions relating
to certain filings made by or for a registered series, provides requirements for the name of a registered
series, establishes procedures for mergers and for the conversion of a protected or registered series to the
other type of series, and makes certain other changes relating to the regulation of series.

Senate Bill 2062 Senate Author: Menéndez
Effective: 6-7-21 House Sponsor: Goldman

Senate Bill 2062 amends the Occupations Code to establish the Motor Fuel Metering and Quality
Advisory Board. The bill authorizes the board to advise the Texas Commission of Licensing and Regulation
and the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation on issues affecting motor fuel metering and quality.
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CIVIL REMEDIES AND PROCEDURES

This chapter covers legislation relating to the rules and standards governing the adjudication of civil
litigation, including legislation relating to civil judgments and liabilities.

House Bill 19 House Author: Leach et al.
Effective: 9-1-21 Senate Sponsor: Taylor et al.

House Bill 19 amends the Civil Practice and Remedies Code to provide a framework for trial procedures,
the use of evidence, and the determination of liability in certain civil actions involving accidents in which a
commercial motor vehicle causes bodily injury or death. The bill requires a court, on a defendant’s motion,
to provide for a bifurcated trial in which the trier of fact must determine the liability for and the amount of
compensatory damages in the first phase of the trial and then determine the liability for and the amount
of exemplary damages in the second phase of the trial. The bill establishes that evidence of a defendant’s
failure to comply with a regulation or standard is admissible in the first phase of the trial only if certain
conditions are met.

House Bill 19 establishes that an employer defendant’s liability for damages caused by the ordinary
negligence of a person operating the defendant’s commercial motor vehicle must be based only on
respondeat superior if the defendant stipulates that at the time of the accident the person operating the
vehicle was the defendant’s employee and was acting within the scope of employment. In the first phase
of a bifurcated trial in which the employer defendant makes such a stipulation, a claimant may not present
evidence on an ordinary negligence claim against the employer defendant in relation to the employee
defendant’s operation of the vehicle if that claim is of a nature that depends on a prerequisite finding
by the trier of fact of employee negligence in operating the vehicle. However, the bill sets out certain
evidence that may be presented in the first phase of a bifurcated trial in a civil action in which an employer
defendant is regulated by the federal Motor Carrier Safety Improvement Act of 1999 or Transportation
Code provisions governing commercial motor vehicle safety standards. Such evidence is admissible in the
first phase only to prove ordinary negligent entrustment by the employer defendant to the employee who
was driving the employer defendant’s commercial motor vehicle at the time of the accident.

House Bill 19 prohibits a court from requiring expert testimony for admission into evidence of a
photograph or video of a vehicle or object involved in an accident that is the subject of an applicable
action, except as necessary to authenticate the photograph or video, and establishes that a properly
authenticated photograph or video of such a vehicle or object is presumed admissible.

House Bill 19 amends the Insurance Code to require the Texas Department of Insurance to submit a
biennial report to the legislature on the bill’s effect on premiums, deductibles, coverage, and availability
of coverage for commercial automobile insurance.

House Bill 365 House Author: Murr et al.
Effective: 9-1-21 Senate Sponsor: Springer

House Bill 365 amends the Civil Practice and Remedies Code to expand the scope of the Texas Farm
Animal Liability Act (FALA), which exempts a person from liability for property damage or damages arising
from personal injury or death in connection with farm animal activities or livestock shows under certain
circumstances. The bill includes a farm owner or lessee as a person to whom that limitation on liability
and related warning notice requirements apply and defines “farm” for FALA purposes. The bill expressly
includes working ranches in that definition and also clarifies that an independent contractor or employee
may be considered a “participant.” The bill classifies a honeybee kept in a managed colony as a “farm
animal” and revises definitions of “farm animal activity,” “engages in a farm animal activity,” “farm animal
professional,” and “livestock producer.”
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House Bill 365 expands the circumstances under which a person is exempt from liability to include
those in which the property damage, injury, or death results from dangers or conditions that are
an inherent risk of a farm animal or the raising or handling of livestock on a farm. The bill revises the
exceptions to the limitation on liability and the language of the warning notice required to be posted at
applicable locations and included in contracts with participants. The bill establishes that the FALA does not
affect the applicability of statutory provisions relating to workers’ compensation insurance coverage or an
employer’s ability to refuse to subscribe to the workers’ compensation system.

House Bill 1578 House Author: Landgraf et al.
Effective: 9-1-21 Senate Sponsor: Hughes et al.

House Bill 1578 amends the Civil Practice and Remedies Code to include any type of organization as
defined by the Business Organizations Code, excluding a quasi-governmental entity authorized to perform
a function by state law, a religious organization, a charitable organization, or a charitable trust, among the
entities from which a person may recover attorney’s fees in certain civil cases.

House Bill 1939 House Author: Smith
Effective: 9-1-21 Senate Sponsor: Creighton

House Bill 1939 amends the Civil Practice and Remedies Code to set the limitations period for a suit
seeking damages or other relief arising from an appraisal or appraisal review conducted by a real estate
appraiser or appraisal firm, excluding an action based on fraud or breach of contract.

House Bill 2086 House Author: Morales, Eddie
Effective: 6-16-21 Senate Sponsor: Hughes

House Bill 2086 amends the Civil Practice and Remedies Code to authorize a person to appeal an
interlocutory order that grants or denies a motion for summary judgment filed by a contractor based
on the limited liability of a contractor who constructs or repairs a highway, road, or street for the Texas
Department of Transportation.

House Bill 2116 House Author: Krause et al.
Effective: 9-1-21 Senate Sponsor: Powell et al.

House Bill 2116 amends the Civil Practice and Remedies Code to render void and unenforceable a
duty to defend clause in a construction contract for engineering or architectural services related to an
improvement to real property to the extent that the clause requires an engineer or architect to defend
another party against a claim based on the negligence of, fault of, or breach of contract by the owner or
an entity over which the owner exercises control. The bill sets out certain exceptions and authorizes such
a contract to provide for the reimbursement of an owner’s reasonable attorney’s fees in proportion to the
engineer’s or architect’s liability. The bill authorizes an owner who is a party to such a contract to require
that the engineer or architect name the owner as an additional insured under any of the engineer’s or
architect’s insurance coverage to the extent additional insureds are allowed and provide any defense to
the owner provided by the policy to a named insured.

House Bill 2116 establishes a standard of care for architectural or engineering services performed
under a construction contract or a contract related to the construction or repair of an improvement to
real property that contains those services as a component part. Any different standard of care in such a
contract is void and unenforceable.

House Bill 2416 House Author: Gervin-Hawkins et al.
Effective: 9-1-21 Senate Sponsor: Powell

House Bill 2416 amends the Civil Practice and Remedies Code to authorize a person to recover
attorney’s fees as compensatory damages for breach of a construction contract.
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House Bill 3069 House Author: Holland et al.
Effective: 6-14-21 Senate Sponsor: Hughes

House Bill 3069 amends the Civil Practice and Remedies Code to shorten the limitations period under
which a governmental entity may bring suit for damages for certain claims involving the construction
or repair of an improvement to real property or equipment attached to real property from not later
than 10 years after the substantial completion of the improvement or the beginning of operation of the
equipment to not later than eight years after the completion or operation of equipment. The bill decreases
the extension of the limitations period for governmental entity claimants that present a written claim
within that period from two years from the date the claim is presented to one year from that date.

Senate Bill 6 Senate Author: Hancock et al.
Effective: 6-14-21 House Sponsor: Leach et al.

Senate Bill 6 amends the Civil Practice and Remedies Code to protect individuals and businesses from
liability for certain claims related to the COVID-19 pandemic or future pandemics. The bill establishes the
following exemptions from liability, subject to certain conditions and exceptions:

e a physician, health care provider, or first responder is exempt from liability for injury or death
arising from care, treatment, or failure to provide care or treatment relating to or impacted by a
pandemic disease or related disaster declaration;

e aperson who designs, manufactures, sells, or donates certain pandemic-related products during
a pandemic emergency is exempt from liability for personal injury, death, or property damage
caused by the product;

e a person who designs, manufactures, labels, sells, or donates an applicable product during a
pandemic emergency is exempt from liability for personal injury, death, or property damage
caused by a failure to warn or provide adequate instructions regarding the use of the product;

e a person is exempt from liability for personal injury, death, or property damage caused by or
resulting from the person’s selection, distribution, or use of an applicable product during a
pandemic emergency; and

¢ a public or private educational institution is exempt from liability for damages or equitable
monetary relief arising from a cancellation or modification of a course, program, or activity if the
cancellation or modification arose during a pandemic emergency and was caused, in whole or in
part, by the emergency.

Senate Bill 6 also exempts a person from liability for injury or death caused by exposing an individual
to a pandemic disease during a pandemic emergency unless the cause in fact of the individual contracting
the disease was the knowing failure of the person to take the following actions and certain other conditions
relating to the failure are met:

¢ warn the individual of or remediate a condition that the person knew was likely to result in the
exposure of an individual to the disease; or

¢ implement or comply with government-promulgated standards, guidance, or protocols intended
to lower the likelihood of exposure to the disease that were applicable to the person or the
person’s business.

Senate Bill 219 Senate Author: Hughes
Effective: 9-1-21 House Sponsor: Leach et al.

Senate Bill 219 amends the Business & Commerce Code to establish that a contractor who is a party
to a contract for the construction or repair of an improvement to real property is not responsible for the
consequences of design defects in plans, specifications, or other design documents provided by a person
other than the contractor’s agents, contractors, fabricators, or suppliers, or its consultants. However, the
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bill requires a contractor to make a specified disclosure to the person with whom the contractor entered
into a contract on learning of a defect, inaccuracy, inadequacy, or insufficiency in the design documents.
A contractor who fails to make such a disclosure may be liable for the consequences of defects that result
from the failure. The bill sets out certain exceptions to these provisions.

Senate Bill 219 amends the Civil Practice and Remedies Code to establish a standard of care for
architectural or engineering services performed under a construction contract or a contract related to
the construction or repair of an improvement to real property that contains such services as a component
part. Any different standard of care in such a contract is void and unenforceable. The bill also applies
this standard of care to design services provided under a contract excepted from the bill’s limitation on
contractor responsibility.

Senate Bill 219 amends the Transportation Code to exempt a design-build contract from the application
of a limitation on a contractor’s responsibility for certain defects in connection with the construction or
repair of a road or highway owned or operated by a governmental entity.

Senate Bill 232 Senate Author: Johnson
Effective: 9-1-21 House Sponsor: Davis

Senate Bill 232 amends the Civil Practice and Remedies Code to establish a process for a court, on
motion of a claimant, to issue a preliminary determination regarding whether a claim made by the claimant
is a health care liability claim for which an expert report is required. The bill provides an alternative
deadline for serving the expert report in the event that such a determination is sought. The bill subjects a
preliminary determination to interlocutory appeal by the claimant or defendant and provides for an expert
report to be served if the appellate court reverses a preliminary determination that a claim is not a health
care liability claim.
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CORRECTIONS

This chapter covers legislation relating to correctional facilities, incarcerated individuals, and
community supervision and parole, as well as the functions and duties of the Texas Department of Criminal
Justice and the Commission on Jail Standards. Legislation relating to criminal offenses, penalties, and
procedures is in the Criminal Justice chapter. Legislation relating to juvenile offenders and proceedings is
in the Juvenile Justice chapter.

House Bill 30 House Author: Talarico et al.
Effective: 9-1-21 Senate Sponsor: Whitmire

House Bill 30 amends the Education Code to require the Windham School District to develop and
provide an educational program that includes the curriculum requirements for a high school diploma or a
course of instruction that prepares the person for the high school equivalency examination to each person
confined or imprisoned in the Texas Department of Criminal Justice who is not a high school graduate
and is either younger than 18 years of age or younger than 22 years of age and eligible to receive special
education services.

House Bill 385 House Author: Pacheco et al.
Effective: 9-1-21 Senate Sponsor: Hughes et al.

House Bill 385 amends the Code of Criminal Procedure to revise provisions relating to the conditions,
reduction, and termination of community supervision. The bill expands the purposes for which a
supervision officer or magistrate may modify a defendant’s community supervision conditions, revises
the basic discretionary conditions of community supervision, and authorizes a community supervision
and corrections department to develop a defendant’s drug or alcohol abuse continuum of care treatment
plan required as a supervision condition. The bill sets out provisions relating to a court’s duty to consider a
defendant’s ability to make payments, excluding restitution, at certain times before and during community
supervision and to determine how the payments should be discharged. The bill provides for a defendant’s
right to request reconsideration of their ability to pay and for the court’s review of that request.

House Bill 385 removes delinquency in paying required costs, fines, or fees as a factor that disqualifies
a defendant from receiving time credits for completion of certain conditions of community supervision or
from being reviewed and considered for a reduction or termination of a community supervision period.
The bill provides for such a review and consideration for a defendant who was previously ineligible for
such based on delinquency in paying restitution or incompletion of court-ordered counseling or treatment
and for a judge’s authority to reduce or terminate the defendant’s community supervision and sets out
certain notice requirements if the judge does not terminate the supervision after the review.

House Bill 465 House Author: Shaheen et al.
Effective: 9-1-21 Senate Sponsor: Huffman

House Bill 465 amends the Code of Criminal Procedure and Government Code to make an inmate
serving a sentence for a continuous trafficking of persons offense that is based partly or wholly on child
trafficking ineligible for release on parole. The bill makes an inmate serving a sentence for a child trafficking
offense ineligible for release on parole unless the judgment in the case contains an affirmative finding that
the parties to the case have entered into an agreement that the inmate will not be eligible for release on
parole until a specified time, provided the inmate pled guilty to the offense.
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House Bill 719 House Author: White et al.
Effective: 9-1-21 Senate Sponsor: Whitmire

House Bill 719 repeals Government Code provisions relating to Texas Department of Criminal Justice
transfer facilities and eliminates statutory references to those facilities.

House Bill 721 House Author: Wilson
Effective: 9-1-21 Senate Sponsor: Schwertner

House Bill 721 amends the Government Code to require the Texas Department of Criminal Justice,
before an inmate is released from a county jail to mandatory supervision, to provide notice to a victim,
guardian of a victim, or close relative of a deceased victim that the inmate is eligible for the release and
that the person may submit a written statement to the parole panel considering the inmate’s release
regarding the offense, the inmate, and the effect of the offense on the person. The bill authorizes the
parole panel to interview a victim, guardian of a victim, or close relative of a deceased victim regarding
the inmate’s release.

House Bill 787 House Author: Allen et al.
Effective: Vetoed Senate Sponsor: Miles

House Bill 787 amends the Code of Criminal Procedure to prohibit a judge from prohibiting a
defendant placed on community supervision from contacting or interacting with a person who belongs
to an organization whose membership includes individuals with criminal histories and who engages in
certain activities relating to addressing criminal justice issues, assisting formerly incarcerated individuals,
and criminal justice reform advocacy.

Governor’s Reason for Veto: “House Bill 787 seeks to encourage rehabilitation of criminal defendants,
but in doing so would remove judicial discretion to set certain necessary conditions of probation on a
case-by-case basis. Eliminating a judge’s ability to analyze and mandate suitable conditions for each individual
case is detrimental to public safety. | have signed House Bill 385, which also amends community-supervision
conditions and procedures to encourage more robust rehabilitation and prevent recidivism, but | cannot
support legislation that eliminates judicial discretion in this way.”

House Bill 954 House Author: Dutton
Effective: 9-1-21 Senate Sponsor: Whitmire

House Bill 954 amends the Government Code to require certain facilities located in Harris County
that are used to house inmates or releasees from the Texas Department of Criminal Justice (TDCJ) to be in
compliance with all applicable municipal and county regulations. The bill requires TDCJ to maintain certain
information regarding the facilities that house releasees and to provide the information on request of a
county, municipality, or a member of the legislature.

House Bill 954 requires TDCJ to transfer specified real property to the City of Burnet to be used only
for a purpose that benefits the state’s public interest.

House Bill 1307 House Author: Gonzalez, Mary et al.
Effective: 9-1-21 Senate Sponsor: Menéndez et al.

House Bill 1307 amends the Government Code and Local Government Code to require the Texas
Department of Criminal Justice and a county sheriff, as soon as practicable after receiving a report of a
miscarriage or physical or sexual assault of a pregnant inmate or prisoner, to ensure that an obstetrician
or gynecologist and a mental health professional promptly review the health care services provided to the
inmate or prisoner and order additional health care services as appropriate.
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House Bill 2352 House Author: Parker et al.
Effective: 9-1-21 Senate Sponsor: Huffman

House Bill 2352 amends the Code of Criminal Procedure and Government Code to authorize a parole
panel to release an inmate who meets certain criteria on parole early under the condition that the
inmate participate in the Texas Department of Criminal Justice (TDCJ) educational and vocational training
pilot program. The bill requires TDCJ to annually identify not fewer than 100 inmates who are suitable
candidates for participation in the pilot program and requires the Office of Court Administration of the
Texas Judicial System to develop and annually provide a training program to educate and inform judges on
the components of the pilot program. The bill also removes confinement in a state jail felony facility as a
condition of community supervision that a judge may impose on a state jail felony defendant ordered to
participate in the pilot program.

House Bill 2831 House Author: White et al.
Effective: 9-1-21 Senate Sponsor: Miles

House Bill 2831 amends the Government Code and Occupations Code to require the Commission on Jail
Standards (TCJS) to establish an advisory committee to gather and review data regarding the confinement
in county jails of persons with intellectual or developmental disabilities, to provide recommendations and
guidelines to sheriffs and counties regarding such confinement, and to assist TCJS in monitoring the intake
processes in county jails to assess each county jail’s ability to properly identify persons with intellectual or
developmental disabilities and assist county jails in improving the intake processes for persons with such
disabilities.

House Bill 2831 additionally provides that TCJS, with assistance from the advisory committee, must
prepare and submit a report to each sheriff and to the governor, lieutenant governor, speaker of the house
of representatives, and each standing committee of the legislature with primary jurisdiction over TCJS
that includes a discussion of any deficiencies in the intake processes that have been identified by TCJS
and recommendations to improve county jail practices regarding identifying persons with intellectual or
developmental disabilities. The Texas Commission on Law Enforcement and TCJS, with the assistance of
the advisory committee, must jointly develop a training program for county jailers related to interacting
with a person with intellectual or developmental disabilities.

House Bill 3606 House Author: Leach et al.
Effective: 9-1-21 Senate Sponsor: Bettencourt et al.

House Bill 3606 amends the Government Code to require the Texas Department of Criminal Justice to
adopt a policy under which a representative of a public or private entity may provide vocational training
on a voluntary basis to inmates confined in a transfer facility.

Senate Bill 48 Senate Author: Zaffirini
Effective: 9-1-21 House Sponsor: Lucio Il

Senate Bill 48 amends the Code of Criminal Procedure to authorize a judge who grants community
supervision to a defendant convicted of an attack on an assistance animal, cruelty to nonlivestock animals,
dog fighting, or cockfighting to impose certain conditions relating to custody, possession, or control of
any animals, residing in a household where animals are present, and participating in counseling or other
appropriate treatment.

Senate Bill 906 Senate Author: Perry
Effective: 9-1-21 House Sponsor: Murr

Senate Bill 906 amends the Code of Criminal Procedure and Health and Safety Code to revise provisions
relating to the civil commitment of sexually violent predators. Among other provisions, the bill provides

29


https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/pdf/HB02352F.pdf
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/pdf/HB02831F.pdf
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/pdf/HB03606F.pdf
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/pdf/SB00048F.pdf
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/pdf/SB00906F.pdf

Corrections

a judge discretion in delaying or continuing a trial to determine a person’s predator status after their
sentence discharge date and provides for a retrial after an appeal in certain circumstances. The bill revises
provisions relating to jury size, selection, and determination in a civil commitment trial and provides for
a person’s right to appear at the trial through their attorney and through the use of remote technology.

Senate Bill 906 requires the Texas Civil Commitment Office to report a change in address to each
applicable local law enforcement authority for a civilly committed sexually violent predator required to
reside in a location other than a civil commitment center. The bill provides for an automatic court hearing
to review a determination by the office to return a civilly committed person from less restrictive housing
and supervision to a more restrictive setting and sets an evidentiary standard for a court order transferring
such a person to less restrictive housing and supervision. The bill provides for the office’s authority to
issue emergency detention orders to bring certain recently civilly committed persons under the office’s
supervision and requires a civilly committed person to provide certain information to the office on request
for purposes of determining indigence with respect to the payment of civil commitment costs.
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COURTS

This chapter covers legislation on the creation, jurisdiction, and administration of trial and appellate
courts. This chapter also includes legislation relating to judges and court personn